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Our Answer Plot® Community 

Gardens provide fresh 

produce to food shelves.

We donate fresh dairy products to help feed struggling families.

We match member-owners’ 

donations to community projects 

dollar-for-dollar.
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Every day, 15.3 million children in America go to bed hungry. One in seven 

Americans face hunger.* By 2050, the population of the world will increase by 

nearly two billion people. The Land O’Lakes Foundation and Land O’Lakes, Inc. 

look beyond the numbers. These aren’t just statistics; to us, these are the faces 

and stories of our future. And if nothing improves, that’s a lot of hungry people.

At the heart of our identity is the idea of working together for the common 

good—today and for future generations. That’s why, each year, Land O’Lakes, 

Inc. donates 2 percent or more of its pretax profits to the Foundation.

With these funds and the contributions of volunteers, we’re working to 

address the most pressing needs of today, while also looking ahead. Our focus 

remains on alleviating hunger, supporting education and strengthening our 

communities.

I’m proud to say we accomplished a lot in 2015. Our long-standing collabora-

tion with Feeding America® continued to put food on the tables of those most 

in need in the United States, and our Pin A Meal. Give A Meal. campaign gave 

consumers the chance to pin for a purpose. Across the country, the Answer 

Plot® Community Gardens provided fresh produce to local food shelves.

We invested in the next generation of agriculture and food leaders through 

scholarships at the University of Minnesota, Iowa State University and Purdue 

University. And because educating the next generation requires state-of-the-art 

facilities and programs, in 2015, we broke ground on the Land O’Lakes Center for 

Experiential Learning and the Purina Pavilion at Purdue University.

Finally, we invested in the communities where we live and work. Through our 

Member Co-op Match program, our member-owners’ donations to projects in 

their communities were matched dollar-for-dollar for a total of more than $3 

million. We also continued a long tradition of giving back through our annual 

United Way campaign. 

In total, we gave more than $11.6 million through product donations, 

financial contributions and matches. But most importantly, our hands and 

our hearts were behind everything we accomplished. Thank you for your 

continued engagement!

At the heart of our identity is the idea 
of working together for the common good—
today and for future generations.

*Source: Feeding America

Lydia Botham

Vice President, Community Relations, Land O'Lakes, Inc.
Executive Director, Land O’Lakes Foundation



Hunger doesn’t discriminate. Our neighbors, coworkers, friends or 

family members may be struggling to put food on the table. 

At Land O'Lakes, Inc., we're dedicated to filling these tables across 

the country. And every year, the Land O’Lakes Foundation strives 

to do more. In 2015, we increased the amount of food grown in our 

local community gardens, donated fresh dairy products and made 

significant financial contributions, all to alleviate hunger. 
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Food 
for more     
  than

thought
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Brad Taylor stands at the edge of 

the garden, watching as the Roland-

Story High School FFA students work. 

Fridays are harvest days. The scene 

unfolds like a choreographed dance. 

Pulling weeds, moving baskets, offer-

ing helping hands—everyone knows 

his or her part. 

A voice breaks into the group, 

“Could you guys tackle the pota-

toes?” Quickly, the students are on 

the move, grabbing tools and gloves, 

ready to start digging. 

“They could do this in their sleep,” 

chuckles Brad, the students’ FFA 

adviser. “Some of them have worked 

on the garden since it started three 

years ago.”

At the Roland-Story Answer Plot® 

Community Garden in Story City, 

Iowa, the concept is simple: grow 

food for people in need within the 

community. This is important work 

that the Land O’Lakes Foundation 

is proud to support through our 

Answer Plot® Community Gardens 

program. WinField master agron-

omists and member cooperatives 

began partnering with the National 

FFA Organization in 2010 to grow, 

maintain and harvest gardens at five 

Answer Plot® locations in five states. 

Today, the number has grown to 

27 gardens in 13 states, turning the 

agronomy research plots into com-

munity assets. This year, the gardens 

produced a record 608,152 servings 

of fresh fruits and vegetables.

The students in Story City take 

turns maintaining the garden 

throughout summer break. Each 

week, everyone scouts the field for 

produce that’s ready to be picked, 

packed and loaded into Brad’s truck. 

A little more than 24 hours later, 

clients of the Loaves & Fishes food 

pantry in Story City are able to take 

home some of the freshest food 

Mother Nature has to offer. 

This same scene takes place at 

community gardens throughout the 

country. FFA students, under the 

direction of their adviser, weed, till, 

water and harvest their plot of land. 

The students deliver the week’s pro-

duce to their community’s food shelf. 

And while each year the gardens 

grow in size and variety, what they 

teach students hasn’t changed. 

The gardens provide more than 

fresh produce for community food 

programs; they give students an 

opportunity to serve their communi-

ties and learn more about agriculture 

and related careers. 

“It’s a rewarding feeling,” says Will 

McGraw, a senior at Roland-Story 

High School. The students gathered 

nearby nod in agreement.

At harvest time, the Roland-Story 

Community Garden donated more 

than 5,400 pounds of produce. But 

Brad wants to do more. 

“We want to make it bigger next 

year,” he smiles. “And maybe plant 

some new stuff, too.”

Answer Plot® Community Garden teaches 
students about hunger at home 

HELPING HARVEST
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We strive to fight hunger. That’s why we're 

proud to partner with Feeding America®. 

Thanks to a network that provides food to 46.5 

million Americans*, this leading hunger-relief 

charity helps us maximize our donations and 

reach more people in need. 

When our partnership started, we couldn’t 

have imagined the impact we would have on 

our communities. For instance, the  

Land O'Lakes Foundation's Pin A Meal. Give A 

Meal. campaign has raised $900,000 since its 

launch in 2013. And the Land O'Lakes, Inc. First 

Run program has donated $3.5 million worth of 

dairy products since 2010.

In 2015, we launched the third consecutive 

year of Pin A Meal. Give A Meal. Using a proven 

formula, we pledged to donate $1 to Feeding 

America® (the equivalent of 10 meals) for every 

pinned or re-pinned recipe. When all the pins 

were in and counted, we donated $350,000, 

the equivalent of 3.5 million meals. 

Through the First Run program, Land 

O'Lakes donated 588,000 pounds of fresh 

dairy products to food banks throughout the 

country. Products are trucked to a food bank 

where they are distributed to partner agencies 

including food pantries, backpack programs—

which provide nutritious food to students and 

their families for the weekend—and summer 

lunch programs. 

Products range from fresh American cheese 

to butter. But our macaroni and cheese, in 

particular, has been a big hit. The 5-pound 

bags provide a premade, easy-to-fix option 

and can easily be paired with veggies or meat 

for a well-rounded meal. 

A one-two punch

*Source: Feeding America®
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Superheroes fight villains, but hunger heroes tackle 

a greater cause: providing hunger relief in their 

communities. Not surprisingly, there are many hun-

ger heroes in our midst with member-owners and 

employees hosting food drives across the country. 

In 2015, our heroes donated 26,468 pounds of food 

to benefit their local food banks. The Land O’Lakes 

Foundation took it one step further by contributing 

$1 for every pound of food donated. 

H U N G E R  H E R O E S 



ideas  
needed
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New



With the population set to soar to record heights, the challenges 

facing the food and agriculture industries are mounting; but they 

aren’t impossible to overcome. It’ll take new and innovative ideas from 

talented individuals with diverse perspectives. 

That’s why the Land O’Lakes Foundation helps support and develop 

students through a variety of fellowship opportunities, scholarships 

and grants. Each year, we are proud to make these continued 

investments toward educating our next generation of leaders. 
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There’s a crunch of footsteps on the 

gravel driveway. Trey Forsyth reaches 

over and shakes Del Unger’s hand, 

thanking him for the tour. It’s just after 

10 a.m., and Del has already shown 

the small group the different irrigation 

systems and innovations he has on his 

6,000-acre grain operation in Carlisle, 

Indiana.

“I come from an ag background in 

Iowa, so I’ve been around corn and  

soybeans my whole life,” Trey says. 

“We’ve never had to irrigate. This 

CREATING ADVOCATES FOR AGRICULTURE 
Emerging leader gets an insider’s view of ag

brought a new perspective.”

Trey is two days into a week-long trip 

to Indiana and 10 months into a year-

long fellowship that’s taken him to rural 

America, urban centers, international 

farms in Africa and back again. As one 

of 10 college sophomores in the Global 

Food Challenge Emerging Leaders for 

Food Security program, he’s learning 

firsthand what the agriculture industry is 

like on all levels.

Throughout the year, students work 

closely with their university professors 

and Land O’Lakes, Inc. mentors to focus 

on increasing awareness and driving 

engagement around the global need 

to produce more food using fewer 

resources. They also serve as  

Land O'Lakes brand ambassadors, lead-

ing the charge to educate and empower 

their peers to engage in productive con-

versations about the need for all forms 

of agriculture.

While in Indiana, Trey and fellow 

Emerging Leader Linnea Cline also 

visited Ceres Solutions, a Land O’Lakes 

member co-op in Crawfordsville. The 

duo met with agronomists, management, 

seed staff, technology staff and those 

who work behind the scenes daily to 

help local farmers be successful.

“Growing up on a farm, I thought I 

understood the cooperative system,” 

Trey says. “But I’m learning a lot. This 

experience has challenged me to go 

beyond what I already knew and has also 

challenged what I thought I knew about 

agriculture.”

Ceres Solutions CEO and  

Land O’Lakes Corporate Board Director 

Jeff Troike recognizes the need for 

real-life agriculture education and 

was thrilled to show the students what 

Indiana farming is all about.

“If meeting our people and seeing local 

production agriculture up close gave 

[the students] food for thought and more 

inspiration to be a part of the solution, we 

achieved our goal,” Jeff says. “Hats off to 

Land O’Lakes for putting this program 

together to help educate and involve the 

top young people in agriculture.”



C O N N E C T I O N S

Through a series of investments, the  

Land O'Lakes Foundation is sharing what we 

know about modern agriculture. Whether it’s 

with the next generation of ag leaders or those 

who are simply interested to know where 

their food comes from, these state-of-the-art 

facilities and centers will create connections 

and help keep people interested in ag. 

Land O’Lakes Center for 
Excellence

University of Minnesota- 

Twin Cities 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Opening: Spring 2018  

$15 million gift

The 60,000 square-foot facility 

will house academic, nutritional 

and leadership development 

programs. An additional $10 

million will help support student 

academics, scholarships and 

internships, making this a holistic 

partnership with the university.
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Land O’Lakes Center for 
Experiential Learning and 
the Purina Pavilion

Purdue University 

West Lafayette, Indiana

Opening: October 2017   

$5 million gift over five years

The 22,000-square-foot center 

will provide space for research 

and teaching for meat and 

protein sciences. The adjoining 

pavilion will host events that  

focus on livestock care,  

handling and evaluation.

1}

2}

WinField Crop Adventure

Fair Oaks Farms 

Fair Oaks, Indiana

Opening: 2016   

Continuing investment

The interactive exhibit will give 

an insider's view of the journey 

from seed to harvested cob, 

teaching visitors about sustain-

able crop production practices 

along the way. 

3}

Land O'Lakes, Inc.  

Birthing Barn

Wisconsin Agricultural  

Education Center 

Cleveland, Wisconsin 

Opening: Groundbreaking antici-

pated within the next two years  

$1 million gift over five years

In the barn, visitors will be able to 

watch calf births and learn about 

responsible farming practices.

4}

C R E A T I N G  A G

Back on the road, Trey looks over 

the schedule for the rest of the 

week. There’s a visit to a vegetable 

farm, a service project at a local 

food bank and more. With the whirl-

wind of activities, it’s hard for him 

to believe that in just a few weeks, 

he’ll be returning to Iowa State 

University. 

“This program has given us 

perspective on so many different 

levels,” Trey says. “Africa opened 

our eyes to what international  

agriculture looks like and how 

diverse it can be. Here in Indiana, 

we’re learning about innovation and 

seeing how farmers are tackling 

different challenges. And all these 

experiences tie into how we can 

improve food security as a whole.”

CREATING ADVOCATES FOR AGRICULTURE 
Emerging leader gets an insider’s view of ag
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responsibility 
Nearly a century ago, Land O'Lakes, Inc. was formed by farmers 

for farmers. These men and women worked hard, took care of their 

animals and looked after their neighbors. To us, these values represent 

more than a way to do business; they are a way of life. 

Today, we're proud to carry on these traditions. The Land O’Lakes 

Foundation actively supports our members’ and employees’ 

communities, making them better places to work and live. This past 

year was no exception. 

№ 3
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Gowrie is your typical Midwestern town. There 

are no skyscrapers here; instead, mostly grain bins 

pop up on the horizon. But don’t let the size fool 

you. While this Iowa community may be small, its 

residents take care of each other in a big way.

Take, for instance, West Central® Cooperative. 

Just down the road, headquartered in Ralston, 

Iowa, the cooperative is an avid community 

supporter. Although it has donated to a variety of 

projects, the co-op’s main focus has been on new 

equipment for the fire houses in the 11 counties 

where its employees live, work and play. So when 

the Gowrie Volunteer Fire Department needed 

equipment for grain bin rescues, West Central was 

there to help. 

Grain bins need maintenance. Cooperative 

employees decked out in safety gear sometimes 

enter the grain bins to wash down the walls and 

unstick solid pockets of grain. Unfortunately even 

with the safety precautions, accidents happen. If 

an employee falls into the grain below, suffocation 

is a real threat, and the response needs to be swift. 

For this course of action, many pieces of equip-

ment—a grain rescue tube, auger and air tanks to 

power it, shovels and harnesses, and a trailer to 

haul it all—are needed. The Gowrie Fire Depart-

ment had the gear, but it was missing the trailer. 

West Central gave the crew $500 to help buy 

the trailer. They also applied for—and received—a 

matching grant from the Land O’Lakes Foundation, 

bringing the total donation to $1,000. 

“Before the trailer, we stored the equipment 

in the back of the firehouse,” says Greg Benson, 

Gowrie’s long-serving fire chief. “We’d have to 

throw it into a truck before we could respond to 

a call. Now, we can store everything in the trailer, 

hook it to a truck and go.”

Trent Farnham, a volunteer fire fighter, agrees 

that the trailer has been a literal lifesaver. 

“Having this trailer is a huge asset for our rescue 

and transport efforts,” he says.

Greg and Trent are part of a team of 20 highly-

skilled volunteer fire fighters who serve Gowrie 

and surrounding towns. They respond to field 

fires, along with car and equipment accidents, and 

are now better equipped for grain bin accidents.

The Gowrie Volunteer Fire Department is just 

one of the many groups supported by West 

Central through its generous giving. Over the 

course of 13 years, the co-op has donated more 

than $128,000 to fire houses, recreation centers, 

county fair displays and other causes. Thanks to 

the Land O’Lakes Foundation Member Co-op 

Match program, the total contributions add up to 

more than $256,000.

And West Central is only one example of the 

ways the Member Co-op Match program partners 

with local cooperatives to support communities 

across the country. Members donated more than 

$1.5 million to help their communities in 2015, which 

was matched 100 percent by the Land O’Lakes 

Foundation for a total of more than $3 million.

“The donation from West Central and Land 

O’Lakes Foundation helped put us over the top,” 

says Greg, nodding toward the trailer, peppered 

with names of the groups that made it happen—

each a permanent reminder of the importance of 

giving back. 

TO THE RESCUE
A new trailer brings a life-saving 

change to the Gowrie Fire Department



Teeing up for United Way
In Tulare, California, Land O’Lakes employees have looked 

forward to the annual golf tournament for more than 25 

years. And for the past eight, the team saw an opportunity 

to make a difference by donating all proceeds from the 

tournament to United Way.

Organized by the Tulare Employee Community Outreach 

and Sustainability (ECOS) team and the tournament com-

mittee, the 2015 tournament held at Valley Oaks Golf Course 

in Visalia, California, was a smashing success. More than 180 

employees, member-owners and vendors hit the links and 

came out to support a great cause. 

"We had players come up and say this is one of the best 

tournaments they've been to,” says Steve Ballard, purchas-

ing supervisor and ECOS committee lead. “That makes you 

think, 'Hey, we're doing the right thing.' It's great knowing we 

make a difference because that's what it's all about. It's not 

about the score or who wins but that the money goes to a 

good cause."

Through the golf tournament and other activities, the 

Tulare team raised $64,490 for United Way. And after 

the Land O'Lakes Foundation matched this pledge dol-

lar-for-dollar, the total reached $128,980. 

The Tulare golf tournament is just one way employees 

come together to raise money for United Way. In 2015, 

employees at our plants, facilities and headquarters, as 

well as retirees, raised an astounding $1.1 million. With the 

match from the Land O’Lakes Foundation, $2.2 million was 

donated to empower healthy lives, stabilize families and 

help children succeed.
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Doing good 
together
Each year, the Land O’Lakes  

Foundation Board of Directors gives 

back to local communities through a 

service project and a holiday event. At 

a visit to Neighborhood House in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, last summer, board 

members and kids planted a garden 

with seeds and plants donated by the 

Land O’Lakes Foundation. 

The recent holiday season marked 

the sixth consecutive year that 

board members hosted an event for 

patients and their families at Gillette 

Children’s Specialty Healthcare in 

St. Paul. For this festive event, board 

members bring presents, fun activi-

ties and a visit from jolly old St. Nick.



L A N D  O ’ L A K E S  F O U N D A T I O N  
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

We thank our Board of Directors for its service to the  
Land O’Lakes Foundation in 2015. Our directors' support 
helped us continue developing and strengthening organizations 
dedicated to hunger relief, education and community.

The Land O’Lakes Foundation—with corporate 

contributions, sponsorships and in-kind donations from 

Land O'Lakes, Inc.—contributed to a variety of nonprofit 

organizations, higher education institutions and community 

initiatives, with support totaling $11.6 million.

David Andresen   |   Heather Anfang  |   Nancy Breyfogle   |   Peter Janzen   

Stephen Mancebo  |   Ronnie Mohr   |   Doug Reimer   |   Tom Wakefield

Highlights

H U N G E R 

$1.4 million

E D U C A T I O N 

$3.5 million

C O M M U N I T Y 

$2.7 million

F I N A N C I A L S 

2 0 1 5

I N - K I N D  P R O D U C T 
D O N A T I O N S 

$1.2 million

E
C O R P O R A T E 

C O N T R I B U T I O N S  & 
S P O N S O R S H I P S 

$2.8 million



The Land O’Lakes Foundation 
proactively helps communities by 
donating resources that develop 
and strengthen organizations 
dedicated to hunger relief, 
education and community.
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